2t
HABS PRIORITY
1. STATE Virginia 2. NAME v L, i
1 ; Rocxledge” (The Den 1 2 3
SRURT Prince William dge” ( )
|—_ScE SPack BeLow FOR MAP OR DIRFCTIONS

TOWN OR VICINITY "\/‘\.Q AdNDA
% ]

STREET NO. 4, ORIGINAL OWNER

PRESENT OWNER
DATE OR PERIOD

[
3. HABS SURVEY NOV
o R-577
.| To BE FILLED 1N BY THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
_INDEX NO. l_ > NEGATIVE FILE

PUBLISHED DWGS.

ORIGINAL USE
PRESENT USE
CONSTRUCTION
NOTABLE FEATURES
retaining wall
also one-and-a

PUBLISHED PHOTOS |

6. HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE & DESCRIPTION

John Ballendine, close friend of
George Mason, mill owner and iron-
master bullt Rockledge, having

CONTINUE IN SPACE BELOW

arcwiteer William Buckland!

L. A. Barpeg——
1760-17%{ stie Georgien

BUILDER

NO. OF STOR. 23‘
Virtually carved out of a rocky ledge
s are fieldstone, chimneys of brick,
-half storied wing and spring house.

CONTINUE IN SPACE BELOW

_7._PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE totver) Not now ‘threatengh?'o NATION > VERY HIGH L__
s oo | _IN DANGER PRESERVE REPAIR RESTORE _|RECONSTRUCT ; STATE = ”2 HIGH <
EXTERIOR ¥ ; COMMUNITY 2.3 3 NOTABLE

INTERIOR OTHER MENTION

P. POSSIBLE USE i % 10. NEIGHBORHOOD CONDITIONS

ZONED CLASS
11. AVAILABLE FILES 12. OPEN TO PUBLIC »
MEASURED OLD PHOTOS FIELD REPORTS FEE

DRAWINGS OTHER RCSEARCH REPORTS

CONTROL BY .

13. REFERENCES: AUTHOR. TITLE AND PAGES 14.

NAME. ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER |

~Rosamond Randaell Beirne and John Henry Scarif,
William Buckland 1734-177h, Architect of Virginid
and Marylend, Baltimore, 1958.
John Davis, Travels of Four-Yeagxs-and-a-Half in

T. Russell Jones and Worth Bailey
H. A. B. S. - National Park Service
April 1%L, 1959 -

DATE oF RECORD

®

for commercial distribution.

CISEARDON rails, baseboard and cornices

(historical - cont'd.) William

PHOTOGRAPHS

CONTINUE ADDITIONAL DATA, PHOTOGRAPHS. COMMENTS, SKETCH OR MAP IN SPACE BeLow ¥
L, (notable features - cont'd.) This wing on kitchen appears to have
been subsequently joined to the main building which was two-and-a-

half stories with gable roof and dormers.
bake ovens where the cwner's flour was baked into bread and biscuits

The house is distinguished by its bold

and handsome modillion cornice across the front, inside the house
there is simple woodwork comprising six conventional mantels, chair

in the prinecipal rooms. \

Buckland as his architect. Rockledge

was one of the few stone residences Buckland was associated with and
it was one of his first commissions after leaving Gunston Hall.
grist mill at Occoguan was Justly celebrated and Rockledge was the

The

The kitchen wing contained}:

home of builder, John Ballendine and later Thomas Ellicott who develoj
Merchant's Mill to such a high state late in the 18th century. The
Ellicott family imported an English tutor, John Davis, to superintend
the education of their children. Davis kept an outstandingly interes
ing and colorful diary. "Occoquan", he wrote, "consists of a house
built on a rock, three others on the river side, and a half dozen log
huts scattered at some distance. iHe found the settlement "romantic
beyond conception" and spoke of the hills as "mountains". :

13.(references - cont'd.) the United States of America during 1799, l799{

1800, 1801, and 1802. Wew York, 1909.
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(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Virginia
COUNTY

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

Prince William

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

[}- NAME

COMMON: Rockledge

AND/OR HISTORIC:

[2.-LOCATION

STREET AND NUM BER:

West side of Telegraph Road

CiITY OR TOWN:
Occoquan

STATE:

CODE

COUNTY:

Virginia

51

Prince William

[3. MAP REFERENCE

SOURCE:

U.S.G.S. 7 1/2 ' quadrangle Occoquan; Virginia &

scave: 1:24000 -
Lorrs: 1956 ¢
REQUIREMENT:

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

NAME

—

Prince William

1. Property broundaries where required. g
2. North arrow. .'
3. Latitude ond longitude reference.
'
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR BTANS
: NATIONAL PARK SERVICE . ' Virginia
COUNTY

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

common: Rockledge

AND/OR HISTORIC:

|sTREET AnD NUMBER

West side of Telegraph Road

ICITY OR TOWN:

Occoquan:
STATE: L CODE |COUNTY: coDEL
Virginia P Prince William

B. PHOTO REFERENCE

ProTo creoiT: Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission

lbATE OF PHOTO: 1969

EGATIVE FILED AT:

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission

; Richmond, Virginia

|4.. IDENTIFICATIO

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

1. View of house from northeast.
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STATE:
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“MAP REFERENCE:

SOURCE:
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B ve:

REQUIREMENT:!
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2. North arrow. .
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common: Rocliledge

AND/OR HISTORIC:

[2:7LOCATION

" IsTREET AND NUMBER:

West side of Telegraph Road

ICITY OR TOWN:
Occoquay

TATE:

CODE |COUNTY: CODE

Virginia 51 Prince William 3
[3 ‘PHOTO REFERENCE :

PHOTO CREDIT: Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission

DATE OF PHOTO: 1969

NEGATIVE

Virginia llistoric Landmarks Commission; Richmond, Virginia -

FILED AT:

DENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC

2., View from'East Southeast.
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p_. DESCRIPTION

. s s —————

(Check Ono)
[ Excellont [[] Good [7] Foir K] Deteriorated [] Ruins [T} Unexposed
CONDITION ;
(Check Ono) (Check One)
[ Altered [ Uncltered ] Moved [ Original Site

|to an elevated stone landing at the same level as the first floor. Three

DESCRIDE THE PRLCSENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Rockledge is located near Virginia Route 123 on the northern edge of
Occoquan and overlooks the town and Occoquan Creek. The Jlouse sits on a
crag, virtually carved out of a solid rock face which rises abruptly behind
the house and descends immediately in front of the facade to the road below,
The structure stands in a state of neglect with two of its three outbuildings
remaining. : '
The stately dwelling is well-proportioned and has some fine architectura
detailing. The main section is one room deep and two-and-one-half-stories in
height. This section is constructed with stones from the nearby quarry on
Occoquan Creek, Stone houses are rare in Tidewater Virginia and two of
Rockledge's three sections are of this'material. Of the two south wings, the
smaller wing, containing the bread bven kitchen, probably was constructed
first. The stone wing connecting the original section to the kitchen'came
later. The six-bay facade, the original house section and the connecting
wing, faces east and has a stone water-table. The entrance door is in the
fourth bay from the south end of the house, and is reached by steps leading

interior brick chimney stacks are in the main structure located at each of
the gable ends and between the second and third bays. The three dormér
windows with pedimented gables are placed, one each, at the center of the
roof span and at each quarter-span point. These dormers appear to have been
added after the construction of the stone addition between the kitchen and
the main house. The roof is covered with asphalt shingles laid over the
early wood shingles. A modillin cornice with a wall of Troy fret molding
runs the entire length of the facade, The first and second story fenestratio
pattern is similarly treated. Louvered shutters frame the second story six-
over-nine sash while paneled shutters flank the six-over-six sash first story
windows. Vertically barred grills are found in the water-table under the
second and third bays and between the fifth and sixth bays from the south end
A later window is found in the water-table between the first and second bays,
The stonework throughout the entire structure is laid in a rough pattern.

The facade of the one-and-one-half story brick kitchen wing, immediately
to the south of the main residence, has been altered over the years. A tall
interior brick chimney stack is found in the exposed gable end and two pedime
gabled dormer windows are used on the asphalt shingled roof. A simple box

of a doorway centered between two small windows, one double window with threec:
over-three sash and a single window with three-over-three sash.

The west elevation, which is the rear of the house, is partially built
into the cliff. The fenestration patterns are irregular and much of the sash
is missing. A simple cornice runs almost the entire length of the west
elevation. The roof contains one pedimented gabled dormer placed roughly in
the center of the roof span. The first floor is entered through a portal on
axis with the front door on the east elevation and is connected to it by a
center hall, Projecting from the wall plane of the west elevation, the
kitchen wing envelopes the south corner of the main structure. One pedimente
gable dormer window is found in the roof as well as a gable dormered doorway
No fenestration pattern can be detected on the first floor. ]

The south elevation forms an interesting composition of superimposed
zable ends of various roof pitches, construction materials and fenestration
patterns. Both the north and south elevations have two small windows of two-

cornice is found under the eaves of the facade. The three-bay facade consist$

SNOITLONYLSNI 335
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ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Continuation Sheet)

| a stair-hall and closet.

(Number all entrles)

These windows were probably the original primary sources of light for the third
floor attic space.

Threc large rooms in addition to the central hall and stairway form the’
first floor of the main house. Simple woodwork is found in these rooms:
pedestal type chair rails, base boards and cornices. The kitchen wing consists
of a large workspace area dominated by a sizeable fireplace with an iron lintel
and two small bake ovens, where the local flour was baked into loaves for
commercial use. A pantry is also located in the kitchen wing.. The second
floor of the house consists of three rooms, two with fireplaces, plus a stair-
hall and a connecting passageway which leads to the attic space of the kitchen
wing which also has a fireplace. ~The third floor consists of three r00ms,

The condition of Rockledge can only be described as poor due to neglect
over many years., Much of the house has been vandalized and structural
problems have developed. All of the mantéls and much of the other interior
woodwork has been removed. - R L OF

B
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F. SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
(O Pro-Columbian] [ 16th Century t] 18th Century [J 20th Century
[j 15th Century 0 17k Century ] 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicablo and Known) C_,1760

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Chock Ono or Moro as Approprinte)

Abor iginel [ Edveation O Pelitical O Urban Plamning
[ Prehistoric 9 Engineering [J Religion/Phi. B8 Other (Spocity)
[ Historic [ Industry tosophy Z " Historical

O Agriculture [ Invention [ Science

(A Architecture [0 Londscope [ Sculpture

O An Architecture [ Social/Human-

[ Commerce [0 Literature itarian

[ Communicotions [ Military 4 [0 Theaoter

[ Conservation [0 Music [0 Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Rockledge is significant for its association with the town of Occoquan

and the successive entrepreneurs who'sought to realize the town's ‘potential
as a milling, manufacturing, -shipping, and travel center. The finely
proportioned and detailed Georgian house is also claimed to be an early

region. Buckland allegedly supervised construction of the house under
contract to the quixotic industrialist John Ballendine, the latter then

Occoquan.'
Ballendine was soon displaced from his home and businesses by an

erstwhile partner, John Semple. The imaginative, but imprudent and poorly
capitalized Ballendine, attempted at one time or another to dig canals, or
otherwise improve transportation on the Potomac or James Rivers; develop
common carrier, transportation on the Potomac; tranaport troops or build
their cannon; and conduct sawmills. The picturesque site of Rockledge,
hacked out of solid rock and overlooking the falls of Occoquan, is a
testimonial to Ballendine's imagination.

Ballendine's successor gave up the forge and expanded his milling
operations to cope with the increasing production of wheat, which had
become the staple agricultural crop of Northern Virginia. Semple's
holdings eventually passed to Nathaniel Ellicott, a member of one of

Ellicott City, Maryland. Ellicott employed an itinerant teacher and writer
whose account of Occoquan included a reference to Rockledge, "a house built
on a rock," which surely would have delighted the otherwise dour Ellicott,

The estuary of the Occoquan has attracted the attention of travellers
since the time of John Smith. 1Its natural advantages, being practical as
well as picturesque, were recognized by the 1650s when the land was patentes
among the first to be taken up in Northern Virginia. Andrew Burnaby (1760)
John Davis (180l1), and Joseph Martin (1836) each recorded their impressions
of the Occoquan as it nears the Chesapeake.

The Occoquan combined continuously strong water power at its falls
with an estuary so broad and deep that it could accomodate the largest

ships of its day. The town which developed was a concentration
point for tabacco during the first-half of the 18th century, and
a link in the great Southern mail route for a century thereafter.
The tavern at Occoquan was described as superior to most.

By the mid-1830s there were numerous houses, shops, stores, and

work by William Buckland, foremost architect of the late-colonial Chesapeakée

being engaged in the milling and foundry industries "at or near the falls of

Jeffersonian America's foremost Quaker and milling families, the founders of

o
-
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But the estuary 0f.thc Occoquan silted up,

and the back country trade and

through traffic were diverted by the new railroads and alternate roadways.

Occoquan declined, but the river rolled on
from its bank, while on the opposite shore,
by a volcano," there remaine

"along mountains that rise abruptly
which appears to have been formed

d as there had been in Davis' day, "mills enveloped

in foam and here and there & dwelling which has vast masses of stone for its
foundation." Three of these were on the riverside, and a fourth he described

as the "house built on a tOCk-"ﬂ ; ~

f -
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Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission
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Room 1116 Ninth Street State Office Building

CITY OR TOWN: STATE . % CODE

Richmond Virginia 51
I ATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION @ o

{12.  STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

4w

" As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hercby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

-

Netional Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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Date
Name i . 2
Junius R. Fishburne, Jr. Director e N :
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Date Date
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